Permanent Painting

tubes. It can easily be substituted by mixing lamp
black with permanent white, and although it is a per-
manent color and not affected by any other color, it
is a hard drier, owing to its alkaline nature, and if
used on top of a soft drying color like any one of the
lakes, it would show a tendency to crack.

CHINESE BLUE
This is a ferrocyanide of iron sold also under the
name of Prussian blue, milori blue, steel blue, bronze
blue, Antwerp blue and various other names. It dif-
fers from Prussian blue physically only in the fact that
when mixed with white it produces a clear sky-blue
tint. Chemically it is unstable, for, when mixed with
white lead and allowed to remain on the palette over
night it will be blue where it comes in contact with
the air, and decomposes into a pale, sickly green un-
cierneath the surface. It does not show this defect
when mixed with permanent white or zinc oxide. If
mixed with one of the charcoal or vine blacks which
contain a slight amount of alkali, it loses its color and
becomes brownish, but when properly made and thor-
oughly washed in its original manufacture and used
alone, it is practically permanent. It may have some
excellent working qualities, and may be a beautiful,
rich color, but all its shades and delicate effects can be
reproduced by means of more permanent blues. There-
fore, there is no reason why this blue should be used.
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